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Bob Jewett

One way or another, anajor change is
coming to pool. Theadvent of theSardo
Tight Rack is forcing players anafficials

to re-examine what a rackhould be and
how to deal with a nearly perfeftaming of
the balls. At least one rule hadready
changed, although you might not have
noticed.

Let's begin byasking a questionShould
the rack beight? The norm fomany lazy
and/or cheating rackers is to leavsl@ppy,
loosegrouping of balls on th&ble, result-
ing in a break that isunpredictable and
often ineffective. Theules require — and |
think it's only fair — that theballs be
racked as tightly apossible, but howiight
is that?

It is not theoretically possible feeeze all
the balls in a rack. Herewe're talking
about real pooballsthat are all slightlydif-
ferent sizes. A new set of gobdlls will be
the samediameter(and round) within one
thousandth of an inch. Thialespermitfive
times that deviation in each balWith real
balls, it is usually impossible to gevery-
thing frozen. Start with the all in a 9-ball
rack. Assemble the rack by putting the 9 in
position, and therfreezing the 2 ball to its
side. Freeze the Ball tothose two, and so
on around the 9, forming a ring of six balls
with the 9 in the middle, ashown in
Diagram 1. With the addition of eachall,
there is no choic@bout where to put it,
since it must befrozen to thetwo other
balls. Suppose the Ball is alittle small, but
all the other balls arperfect. The result is
as shown. The 7 can f®zen to the 9 and
2, or the 9 and 6, but it cannot fiezen to
all three of itsneighbors.

| = .-
|

TECHTALK

o Rack

It's more than a torture device.

again.

In other games, the number ofaps
varies. At 6-ball, you can obviousbiways
do a perfectrack: startwith a triangle of
three balls, anthen put thé'corners" on —
everything can bdrozen. At the 15-ball

games, you camwork from our 9-ball rack
by putting three-ball'corners"against the
8-4-5 and the 8-3-Xides. With a little

Suppose the 7 was larger than the otherthought,it's clear that each set tifree balls
balls. Then the hole the 7 is supposed to fit might require one additionagap, giving

in would be tossmall, and while yowould
freeze it toboth the 6 and balls, itcould

not also touch the 9 without forcing some rid of these"necessary'gapsthat uses the

ball away from the 9.

three required gaps in arib-ball rack.

rack, the chance of getting a ragith min-
imum gaps byusing awoodentriangle was
nil. On newcloth andwith a good set of
balls, you can get close, apthyersoften
remark on how well the balls breaider
such conditions. As the cloth wears and
getssmallcraters in theackarea, and espe-
cially as the rackermove therack around
and spread out theraters, the chances get
slim, andsoon Slim leavesown.

Several thingshelp the Sardo rack pro-
duce nearly perfeatacks. In tournaments,
the cloth is marked to show exactly where
to put the edges of the rack, so the chance
of "craterspreading” igeduced. Compared
to the typical wood triangle, it is fanore
accurate mechanically 4ust think about
how often youhave toturn anstandardri-
angle to find the ongood corner. Finally,
the top part of theack that comes down to
position the balls pushethem gently
together, rather thaforcing theminto spe-
cific positions, so any mismatchémll is
accommodated as well as possible.

What happenslifferently with a near-per-
fect rack? Atl4.1, theideal break is for the
two corner balls (the 1 and 5iagram 2)
to go to cushions and return to taek with
no other ball moving — a perfect rerack.
With a good rack, thisshot isimpossible.
As shown, the cue ballill hit the 1 ball
into the 4. The 4 wilmove to theight and
it will contact both the 9 and 3. Themergy
transmitted to the 9 will eventuallgmerge
with the 10, 14 and 11 balls leaving the
rack. If you want to do the perfec4.1
break, just leave gaps between 4h@, 3-15
and 2-12. If those balls areozen, extra
balls are guaranteed to move.

What happendlifferently at 9-ball? The
first thing that a lot of players noticegth
the new Tight Racks is that if ydind the

Pat Fleming has pointed out a way to get correct spot for the cueball, one of the

fact thatmost pool ballsaren'tround. On

You complete theaack by adding the 1 many sets of oldballs, the"eyes" of the
ball and the 8 ball at top and bottom, and balls — where the numbers are bulige

wing balls (5 or 2 in Diagram 1) is almost
guaranteed to go irevenwith a moderate
speed(andwell-controlled) break shot. For
at least a year, the solution tournaments

both of those can bieozen easily to the 6-
7 and the 3-4, respectivelyhis meanghat
for any normal set of podialls, it is possi-
ble to rack nine ballsvith only onegap,
and because balls are newvexactly the
same size, it is almosertain that there will
be one gap among thmllsaround the 9. If
there are tw@gaps, the rackould be better,

out. In our example above, you might make has been to move the raphksition sothat

the 7 ball"wider" by rotating it until its
eyes are against the 6 and 2 ballsth#t
doesn't quite close the gap, yowould
rotate the eyes on thather ballsinto ser-
vice. This is all a littlefar-fetched, buit's
something to keep imind if youjust can't
get a normal rack tight.

the nineball ratherthan the one is on the
spot. This makes theing balls muchhard-
er to make, as they must be driven more
through the balls behind them.

| noticed a second difference in one of
Allison Fisher'smatches at the Hopkins'
Super BilliardsExpo this year.When she

and it is reasonable to ask the racker to try Until the recent introduction of the Sardo broke, the 1ball reliably found theside
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pocket. Try this yourself: breaftom the
side cushion and hit the obell nearly full.
Test twocases, one with thieont six balls

all frozen —it's always possible to get this
— and one with the one ball slightsepa-
ratedfrom theballs behind it. ithink you'll
find that amillimeter can make all thdif-
ference in the world to this shot. What was
remarkable was not that Allison played the
1, since that is the moptedictableball to
make with the"forward-spotting" rule in
force. What caught my eye is that she
played the shot amoderate speed and
seemed to be playing position on thball.
The routes of the other balls in the rack
start to bepredictable if the rack is the same
everytime.

A final difference at 9-ball is that the 9
almost never moves. Although the two balls
in front of it will push on it, the two balls
behindwill take up theenergy,just as for
the middle ball in a three-ball combination.
If the nineisn't kissed — and on many
breaks itisn't — it will still be in place
when the commotion dies dowifihis can
lead tosome interesting shots. At the recent
Billiard Congress of Americ®pen 9-Ball
Championship at the Riviera Hotel &
Casino in Lasvegas,Oliver Ortmann was
playing Ernesto Dominguez, and ineeded
two more games for the match. On his
break, the 9stayed athome, as expected,
and the backball, shown as the 6 in
Diagram 3,camefour cushions directly at

Bob Jewett

the 9. In a minor miracle, the 6 hit th¢ugt
right to send it into the cornepocket.
Tough luck for Dominguez; if any ball had
touchedeither the 6 or 9, Ortmann would-
n't be "on the hill." Ortmann broke again,
and as if it were ortracks, the 6 came
around fourcushions, hit thevaiting 9ball,
and the match wasver.

If we are going to accept tight racks at 9-
ball, how should the rules changkfere's
one possibility for your consideration:
After the break, all balls thatvere made
will spot, and the breaker gets tiext shot.
A 50-mph break will no longer beuseful,
but the knowledge andkill to play specif-
ic position on the 1ball will be essential.
The 1 ballcould go back on the spatince
it would actually be a disadvantage to make
a ball on thebreak. | think itwould be a
better sort of 9-ball.

If you would like to see what a very tight
rack at 9 ball playdike, send meemail
(jewett@netcom.com) and | wilendback
a "PRN"attachment that will let you make
your own racking template. Yowill need a
computer printer and a paper-hole punch.

Bob Jewett is an Advanced-level Billiard
Congress of America Certified instructor
and was the National Collegiate Champion
in 1975.
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