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Bob Jewett

Your education as a pool playercan't

be complete until you have attended a
world-class championship. There is noth-
ing like seeing the top playetp-close and

in — personplaying in a series of must-win
matches. You will see a variety of tech-
nigues in action, andill be able to com-
parethemside-by-side. Myfirst pilgrimage

to a pool Mecca was for thel969 U.S.
Open in Las Vegas. My latest was to the
Victor Chandler  World 9-Ball
Championships irCardiff, Wales, July1-9.
There is always something new to learn,
old acquaintances to greet, and entertaining
pool to watch. Here are some semi-random
observationsrom the CIA — theCardiff
International Arena.

The setup for TV was awesome. Of
course, if you're going tproduceover 60
hours oflive broadcasfrom anevent,with
plenty of sponsors, you camfford to do
things right. | counted at least T&meras
in operation simultaneously. There were
two in the interview booth, one directly
over the table tagive the most accurate
positions of the balls, two mounted at the
top of the booth tgive anangled overhead
view, two ondollies that wheeledround
the foot end of theéable, two pocket-cams
that must have been mounted to look
through holes in théot pocket liners, two
on shoulders for close-up crowd and player
shots, one on a lorigopom to give you that
"swooping down like aeagle"view, and a
last one with aview of thetablesthat were
used for the non-broadcast matches.
Wheneverthere was ajuestion of whether
one ball could pasanother to a pocket, you

could be sure that a camera would be in the |

perfectline for theanswer.

The lights above the table held %&ur-
foot fluorescent bulbsThere werdights in
the floorbelow the table shining up, tive
interesting lightingeffects on theplayers.
Rotating colored spotlighthigh up in the
arena addedsparkle to the wide-angle
views. There waslso a smoke machine
under thetable, which was turned ofrom
time to time between matchessétems that
a little smokegives a feeling of depth to a
TV image. Spotlights were ready to light
up the stars athey entered the arena. The

table was surrounded on the three audiencesonal fanspresumably to keep cool and dry ant surprise was the large number of 10- to

sides by a futuristicrailing that emitted
blue light.

The players wer&ept relatively comfort-
able withindividual ice-buckets of bottled
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water, largepaddedchairs, andeven per-
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for all of the last two days qflay. A pleas-

under the holights. 16-year-oldkids in the audience. Orday,

The seating was comfortable theater- a whole grade-school class came in uni-

style. The price was right too free for the

form. Thegame surelypicked up a lot of
first sevendays, andthen only about $40

new, young fans.



Bob Jewett

The foodconcessionaire wasusypump-  turn broadcast the results out fise or six  9-ball strategy, but if he getsnaakeableshot
ing out beersodas, meat pies — a warm, monitors in the milling— around areas in the with theballs spread, expect him to run out
tasty source of serious cholesterol — hot arena. The display wouldycle through all  with pin-point control of the culeall. There
dogs, muffins, crisps and sandwiches at parts of the 64-man chart as well as the are still people who clainmsnooker players
prices thawerereasonable but not quite as day's schedule, so you could get completedon'tspin the cuéall; Davisputs the lie to
nice as the tickeprices. A request for next up-to-the-minutenfo in a fewseconds. that myth. He also banksell; along bank
time, though: please get the French to make Near the refreshment areas werdogen  on the 6 balfrom asafety by EfrerReyes
the sandwiches and see if the Germans willtables of varioukinds for the spectators to waspart of his comebackom 8-2 to a 9-8
handle the hot dogs. use between matches and whenever theywin against Reyes.

The balls had special colors for TV, with were bored, as some of the youngsters got An interestingsafetysequence took place
the fourball being pink and theeven ball a  after watching a fewracks ofplay. The  between Oliver Ortmann and Fong-Pang
light brown. Thebroadcast had a cheat- tournament management had arranffed =~ Chao. Ortmann hadmade a combination
sheet forthose viewers who were unfamil- clinics, challenge matches and trick-shot and left the Iball near the pocket, ahown
iar with 9-ball. On théoottom of the screen demonstrations on a regulation pdable. in Diagram 1. Unfortunately, the cue ball
was a display of colored circles for the balls One table was an Englishball table in the  had rolled behind the 7. His solution was to
still on the table with th@umbers in order. shape of an houwglass. Thé'side" pockets  shoot afull masse shosoftly to leave the
The two commentators madeequent use were at the narrow waist of theur glass.  result shown in Diagram 2. | expected
of the telestrator to plot out expected shots The tournament plaitself wasinteresting ~ Chao to play a kiss-badkom the 1ball to

for the viewers. for the very wide range ofstyles of the put distance between the twaells, but

The referees omach table were in the tra- players. Of thdour semi-finalists, thelay- instead heplayed a verynice finessekick
ditional stripedshirts. On the TV table, er with the best style for a beginner to emu- shot to leave the cue ball and the loppo-
MichaelaTabb andAlan Chamberlairoffi- late wasdefinitely CoreyDeuel. As you site sides of the 2 ball. Ortmatiren kicked

ciated in alternatmatches. Besides racking watch himprepare to shoot, yowill see  the 1 ball into the other corner pocket. The

and calling fouls, they had tpause and what he plans to do, and then he nearly next shot had the 2 ball slightly blocked by

restart the match to allow commercials to always does it in the simplest possitalay. the 7, but Ortmann made theck-shot

fit in. Breaks between racks were tbely If you get to watch him, note hoeonsis-  shown inDiagram 3 look easy.

times thespectators were allowed to go for tently he goesthrough his shooting | hope you can arrange tairther your

refreshments. sequence on each shot. pool education by attending raajor tour-
The scores at each tablere entered into Steve Davis, the world champion at nament. If you get t€ardiff nextyear, the

portable computer consoles, and the resultssnooker formany years, alsdears watch- tickets are on me — for thfgst five days.

wentinstantly to a centradystem which in  ing. He still has somthings to learn about See you there.
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