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Are today

When the Billiard Congress of America
U.S.Open14.1 Championship warevived

in New York City in April of this year, |
had the pleasure of watching the stellar
field for the final three days of competi-
tion. | first attended &.S. Open in 1969,
when players like Irving Crane, Danny
Gartner, JimmyCaras, Luther Lassiter, Joe
Balsis andSteveMizerak were the ones to
beat, andl4.1 was thegame toplay.

While watching thisyear's edition, |
noticed something that was echoed by my
fellow spectator Ned Polsky, who has been
watching straight pool even longahan |
have. Many players in the 200@pen
failed to do the "righthing" in varioussit-
uations. That isthey playedsafety omosi-
tion in a way that thestars of the last mil-
lennium would never have considered.

recaTAL

A Rusty Game?

's players out of stroke  when it comes to 14.17

This made me wonder whether the secrets s

of playing 14.1 "properly" were beindor-

gotten, perhaps because it has been so long

between tournaments.
Below aresomesituations for you tdig-

ure out, along with some suggested solu-| = |

tions. Try tofind your own answebefore
reading mine.

Diagram 1 isfrom one of thesemi-final
matches at the OpeRlayer A was on a run
and Player B was not onfaul. Player A

scratched on the break shot while pocket- "

ing the breakball and missing theaack
entirely. The result foPlayer B is shown,
shooting at afull rack with ball-in-hand
behind the line. What is the begday?

The correctplay is one no topplayer
would normally have missed, bBlayer B
did miss it. Player B placed the cue ball
about as shown arghot to the rail at K to
hit the rack at L, with the intention of tak-
ing a scratch whil&knocking a couple of
balls slightly out of thdront of therack.

A much better play is to sho@om the
kitchen to F and G leaving the cue ball at
H. This is afoul, butyour opponent is on
the first foul andthree in a row will cost
him a 15-point penalty and he must shoot
an opening-break shot with a new rack.
Someplayerslike to get the cue ball to H
by shooting to E with righspin to go to C
and then H, but the standdfelG-H path is
much more predictable.

Some players withball-in-hand try to
place the cudall at J angust tap it so it is
frozen to the jaw of thepocket, thereby
"corner-hooking" the other player. Do you
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know which rule forbids such foolishness? fouls at this point and you are ome.

It's the onethat requires you tadrive the The standardshot is along F-G-C-D

cue ballover theline when it is in hand. without hitting anyball. Now your oppo-
Suppose you are Player A, and Player B nent is in the deep rough with no easy safe,

has left you at Hwith the orthodoxsafety.  and in peril of losing 1%oints on athird

What should yowplay now? foul. You are quite likely tchave an open
Never shoot to the head ball flope of ~ shot soon. If youropponent had shot the

driving one of the far corner balls to a previous safety hardnough tomove balls

cushion. Nearly always yowill leave an  out of the front of theack, your lagshot to

easyshot. Instead, take a secofull by D would be toadangerous.

shooting to M-K-L, hitting the rackust Let's back up a minute and suppose that

hard enough teend one otwo front balls  the cue ball is at kvith afull rack andhei-

up the table and leave the cue ball stuck tother player has fouledAnother safety to

the back of the rack near L. consider that's fanore aggressive than M-
Let's suppose your opponent has playedK-L is to play the cue ball to G and B to

M-K-L, but hasshot toosoftly, and ndball skim theside of the rack anthen hit C to

is loosefrom therack. What should you stop at D.This shot is in Willie Mosconi's

shoot? Note that your opponent is on two Winning Pocket Billiardsand is a favorite
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of Irving Crane's, who hasaid that if he the cue ball to HYour opponentwill need
couldn't get ayood safetyalong that line in  to play M-K-L and lose aoint on the safe,
three tries, he deserved to lose the 15 and may leave a shot if l#hoots too hard.
points. Diagram 2showsanother common situ-
If you want to try Crane's shot, yomeed ation. Thel5thball was in theack area, so
a targetthat will get the cue ball to Beli- it moves to the heaspot. Of course, this is
ably. Location B is as close to the pocket as hardly the optimum break shot no matter
possible without danger of hitting thew. where you put the cuball, but how can
From that spot, the cue bakes aather  you make the most of it?
wide target of the edges of dize balls on There are twa@ood positions inwhich to
the side of the rack. Inontrast, if the cue leave thecue ball. The easier tachieve is
ball hits G-F, only thévack corner ball can D, so the cue baillill go along A-E-Fafter
be struck and a disaster is the sure resultpocketing the ball in PThere is quite a
The point A on the rail is the target you large area for the cueall from which this
need inorder to get to B. Try ifrom vari- path will work. Don't power théall; you
ous points between N and P, andrease want to land fairly softly on therack to
the running Englishleft) as necessary to knock a few balls out of the back while the
get the rightanglefrom B to theside of the  cue ball slidesdown to thefoot rail for
rack. This is a furshot to pulloff, and not position.
as hard as itooks, providing you'verac- The secondway, which requires more
ticed. precision in placing the cue ball, is at B.
You may wonder how the cue ball could Pocket the ball in P witlteft follow, and
be at H with afull rack and no one on a the cue ball will spin off C and hit right
foul. Well, suppose a player hdsft the between the twdront balls at X. With
15thball (the14.1 break ball) at D and had practice, the cue batften goes to R and
intended to leave the cumall at N for a  then to S fomposition. Crank up the speed

nearly straight instead. What should you
do?

One possibility is to calkafe and send
the cue ball to our olftiend H. Boring but
effective. If you have arangle to draw
straight to the rack, try it, but remember
that too much speed will likely end in a
scratch, as the natural angle off the side of
the rackfrom mid-table is into the corner
pocket. Asafer play is to draw the cue ball
to K. Playing on theball at F will send a
ball to the endail and also something to
the vicinity of L. Your opponenwill be left
with no goodresponse. Practidhis safety
so that you can leave the cue Hedlzen to
the rack everytime. Find thebest angle
and English.

| hope this hasvhetted your appetite for
straight-pool strateghattles. If so, you are
in for a treat; anajor newbook on14.1 has
just been published,The Straight Pool
Bible (The Lyons Press, $19.95,
www.lyonspress.com) is by Laurence S.
Moy and Arthur'Babe" Cranfield. Thdat-
ter is a Hall-of-Famer, and may have more
runs over 200 balls than any other player in

possible rack breaker. Instead the cue ballon this shot, but not to where you miss the history. My copy is on order.

came to rest at H, leaving a straight — in objectball. This shot is also a favorite of
shot. What is the orthodox plagall safe, Crane's.
and pocket the ball witldraw, returning

BD « JLY 2000

Bob Jewett is an Advanced Level Billiard

Suppose you try for D, but leave the shot Congress of America certified instructor.



