Bob Jewett

TECHTALK

Does "get-in"

Son it h

English really exist?

Is it possibleto help an object ball
into the pocket by transferringide
spin to it? Anexample is Shot 1 in
Diagram 1 where inside (right)
English on the cue batlecomedeft on
the objectball. When the object ball
hits the far jaw of the corner pocket,
the spinwill help it enter the pocket, or
so say the believers ofget-in"
English. Somesven saythat"impossi-
ble" shots to the sidpocket will go if
helping English is used.

Is this effectreal? If so, is there any
shot using ithat will quickly convince
a skeptic?After working with the shot
for a few hours, I'm sure that the
answer to the seconguestion is no;
there is no obviougslemonstration of
the effect's usefulness. THiest ques-
tion remains: is thereven amarginal
benefit inusing thetechnique?

To get a basideel for the size of the
effect, firstconsider how muclspin can be
transferred to the objeball. In Shot 2, itis
possible toshoot the objecball slightly
away from therail to bank off theshort rall
at the left andack into pocket A; this is an
absolutely standard bank known to atie-
pocket players. For a half-ball cut as
shown, no addedpin isneeded on the cue
ball; just therubbing of the cut is enough to
"twist" the ball back to the corner. Try it.

Now put the cue ball in the place of the
object ball and shoot the cball along the
samereverse-bank path ambte howmuch
side isneeded. Using that same spin, aim
towards the pocket and see if thspin

Ml Pl

S | sty s L

T __;-r_
h bt A

o

PR T gl i R e S T e . 2 niod q
L. ! i
T e — 1 |
- S
R | e
n "l'._i_ |
| - .
2 |
sy |
i~ . -
Ll Diogrom 1 - =
:
5 - I:
LI - 1
' "
I‘-\_-'.. .'-
1 2 2 -
frit
o T e
o~ 3

makes the pocket larger or smaller as you

use left andright. Can you detect differ-
ence? (The cue ball issed here instead of
an object balbecause it is easier to direct
to a particular part of the pocketth spin.)
Try shooting the cue ball into the side pock-
et from unfavorable angles with that same
small amount of side, as Bhot 3.

Let's try tomeasure theeffect that may
have been evident in the above primitive
tests. Because theffect isclearly small, a
very careful test setup iseeded. Ifyou're
patient enough taarry out the following
tests, pleasesend yourresults to mel'll
arrange for dree one-year subscription for
each of thehree best submissions.

It's noteasy to drive a ball precisedyong
a givenline with aknown amount ofide
spin. The following is a simple wathat
needs a minimum of equipment:sheet of
clear, hardplastic, self-adhesive paper rein-
forcements, lined notebook paper, tape, and
a permanent marker.

The plastic sheethould be marked with a
straightline down the centerPlace paper
reinforcements atl-2-3-4 exactly in line
and a couple of millimeters more than one
ball apart. When balls are placed in the
holes, the result is dour-ball perfectly
straightcombo. Nowdraw twolines to the
sides as shown, onech from thecenter
line. Place reinforcements at 3L, 3R, 4L,
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4R so that balls at 4L-

3L-2-1 are all separat-
ed by two millimeters,
and similarly for 4R-
3R-2-1.(SeeDiagram
2 for a basic outline.)

Tape the linedpaper
to the table as shown in
Diagram 3 with a
slight angle to theail.
Place the plastic tem-
plate with its center
line along one of the
paper lines, and place
balls — preferably the
1-2-3-4 balls for con-
sistency — in the holes
for the straight — icom-
bination.

Shoot at medium y A aci
speed, andmove the o R,
templateback and forth i i
to find the extreme sides of the pocket. Be With this setup, the onéall will have  speeds and for pocket approachiesm
sure to keep théemplate parallel to the "get-in" English from the transferred side both theleft and right. In all cases the
lines on the paper. Thdistance between from the cutangle. The two extremgoints "extremepoint” is where the shot godwlf
the extreme positions of the template is the will likely be different from the first set.  the time, and its positioshould be mea-
effective width of the pocket from this The number to record Bgain their separa- sured to millimeter accuracy.
angle at the speed yaised. Make a note of tion. Repeat the testith the 4R-3R-2-1 The effect forside-pocketshots could be
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that width. spots, which will give the oneball "get- measured similarly, but there idastertest:
Next, place balls in thdL-3L-2-1 holes, out" English. the idea is to see #pin can improve the
and repeat the experiment. To be really thorough, dthis for several  shallowest possiblengle. Youneed two
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blocks and a scale, akown inDiagram 4. First, find the extreme location for the wrong side) in how far up the rail the
The ball is placed in an exact position by straight — in with no side spin andrious  object ball is. Youaren't looking for a 50-
sliding the large block along thmse of the  speeds. Carefully note thgosition on the 50 percentage; judind thelimits of where
rail to a point on thecale, and placing the scale. Now make the shot slighttjore  the shot is barelpossible.

small block flat against thenose of the extreme and try various combinations of Pleasesendyour write-ups to me in care

cushion. Repeatability should be within a speed and sidspin. of this magazine or by email ewett@net-
small fraction of amillimeter. The exact Is it possible toextend therange of side com.com. Neatness, completeness and
dimensionsaren'tcritical. pocket angles? By howmuch andwith promptness count.l'll summarize the

Once the objecball is precisely placed, whatspin? For thishot, you need to report results in guture column.
remove thédlocks, place the cumall, and try  the distance off the rail (smaflock thick-  Bob Jewett is the Secretary of the USBA, the
to shoot the object bailhto the sidgoocket. ness) and improvement (or degradation for governing body for carom billiards in the US.



