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Masse 102

Execution of fancy shots can be enhanced with the proper equipment.

In my last column, | covered a system of elevation, or maybe a little less. pull the cue ball backfter sending it most
aiming masseshots, suggested some basic Here's analignment technique | learned of the way to the other end of the table. On
techniques, and assignesbme practice  from Tom Rossman when we wergoth old, dirty, sticky cloth the spin grabs too

shots. Have you done yohomework? taking a week-long course on masse andquickly andoften the cueball will fail to
Outstanding'Let"sreview a little andhen other fancy shots given by former clear the obstaclbefore "breaking." Very

discusssome equipmenissues. European champion Hans de Jagkiter dirty cloth will grab the bottom of the cue
The aiming system described last time — you'veplanned youshot and you know the ball more strongly than the tip on some

the final direction of the cudall is parallel line the cue ball has to staaong, hold nearly vertical shots, and the actiwill be

to a linejoining the restingspot of the cue  your stick level alonghis line and careful- completely ruined. Usually a miscueill

ball and where the stick points on the cloth ly raise it. keeping it always in theame  accompanysuch aresult as the tip gives
— applies to low-elevation English shots as vertical plane. One of thenain problems  way before the cloth. Keep the cue ball and
well as more radicaturves. On aypical with elevated shots is maintaining the the cloth clean.

side spin shot, the stick is elevated three direction of the cue stick, artiis is a good, If you are stuck on olctloth, you can

degreegabout three inchefsom tip tobutt)  methodical way of staying on the right line. make it actmore like new bywaxing the

and the stickpoints to aspot on the cloth cue ball. | use a paste waRoberto Rojas,

about two feet in front of the cueball. the great Mexican fancy-shot artist, uses

Ezgl\l/v?f\l/aetr _mUh%h ?‘ﬁ;fcgntet[]gqu;lt g;ﬁ gfue silicone to help his masse exhibitions, and
, is how farfrom theinitial p i i

the cue ball that th&aiming point"will be. MOSt ea-sy masse gﬁtg:r:Z %tllj?bnr;irr]]att)(m_" make yoeyes bug

and that determines directly homuch

, | For practice sessionstay at the head end
angle the ball willcurve through. For max- ShOtS N games Can of the table. Theloth is generally cleaner
imum side spin, you will hit abowne-half

there, and if you dmick the green, the

inch off center, so the stick will b@ointing b d | : ;
at a spot on the clottwo feet ahead and e ma e Wlth a ?A\é?]tir‘]'v g:}ebfacllg?esa'frequentlybothersome

half an inch overThat'salmost one degree ' Avoid practicing on slate seams — about
of curve, which is nearly dall'swidth in a Standard Cue. FOf SE”OUS 22A diamondsfrom theends onmosttables

table length. !
. . — or you may crack the sealing plaster. For

You may think you play with &vel stick, praCthe and S'[Udy |t power shots, protect the clotith a small
but have afriend measure how far above ! pad under the cue ball. | usesmall square
the slate the center of yoane'sbumper is h |d b h of clear, hardplastic, which also helps the
when striking on thequator of the cue ball. S OU e S Orter. ball slip out from under the tip. As you
Note that ifdraw is added to the sidmin, improve, themiscues and table contaaill
the angle of the curve increases doubly. be less frequent, and you caliminate this
First, youwill generally havemore eleva- prop.
tion to get the draw. Secontigcause the  So much for theheory and technique —  Can you hear the roomwners'moans? |
stick is lower on the cuball, its linewill on to equipment considerations. can. Here's asuggestion fothem tomake
reach the cloth sooner and thiening point Most easy massshots in games can be a little extramoneyfrom old cloth and help
will be nearer the cue ball. made with your usual cue stick. Fserious  their playerslearn at thesame time: When

These general trends can be turned into apractice andstudy,you'll want to get a stick some tables areabout to berecovered,
second system fomiming masse shots better suited to the shots. First, it should be advertise anasseclinic. Offer two hours of
that's alittle simpler than the one above. shorter. My two masseues are 47 and 50 instruction and practice fombout $20.
Note the angle you need to curve the ball inches long, which allowsmost of the = Remember to use wax or silicone to get
through: first line your stick up along the weight to bewell below the grip, increasing nice action on old cloth with old cumalls.
final path youwant the cue ball to take comfort and stability. The playerswill learn proper technique and
towards the objecball, then move your A standard weight will do for all but the have a little funwith the normally forbid-
stick in linewith the initial path of the cue  slate-shattering shots, but getltdmm fer-  den shot.
ball that will allow it toclear the obstacle. rule. It will stand upbetter to the punish- ~ Then put up a sign: "No masse shots
The differencebetween these twalirec- ment and the larger tip will be easier on the without instruction.”
tions we'll call the "curveangle." Now cloth. Finally, youneed agrip that will not Next time we'll go overmore shots —
mat::h yon;]r elevatiorg) y:nlgle to dthr(? Crl]JI’Ve slip. Bare varnish is pretty goodinen is some practical and sonest for fun.
angle — this part is bjeel — and hit the  bad but rubber is best. . :
cue ball withequal paris of draw anside.  The cloth has a huge influence on the chas) since 1670 and i & partaer i the. San
The angles are roughly equal; for a 45- action of the shots. On new. slippery cloth, Francisco Billiard Academy, a BCA Master
degree curve, stawtith about 45degrees of  jt's easy to gegreat, sweeping arcs or to Academy.
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