Be Part Of An Experiment

The first in a series of articles on the technical details of pool.
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IF YOU WANT to know thebest way
to shoot afrozen ball down therail,
and ask an expert, yatould be in
trouble.Each"expert"will have his
own slightly different best way to
shoot the 9 balhto thecorner pocket
(shot A). About half of themwill tell
you to hit the ball and theail at the
same timewhile theotherhalf will say
hit the rail first. There are people in
each camp with impressigeedentials.
Which camp should youbelieve?

Don'tbelieve either one. Farow,
let's ignore the expert advice and
figure theproblem out on our own.
And we're notgoing to fallinto the
trap ofbelieving the obvious @imple
physics,sincethat's how ateast one
group of experts hagonewrong.

Insteadwe'regoing to do an experi-
ment. By we, | mean everybody
reading this who igvilling to spend an
hour at the table thelp get to the bot-
tom of the controversy. I'm not go-
ing to do the experiment fgou; get
your cue, a set dfalls, a notebook
and a table and get work. What |
will do is organize andeporthere the
results yousendme. As arincentive,
the fivereaders wheend in thamost
complete resultwill receive a fre@ne-
yearsubscription tBilliards Digest.

In outline, theexperiment is to try
shooting the shot ateveral different
distances up theail and notingvhich
one worksbest. Do not use draw,
follow or English; hit the cue ball right
in the center.

That sounds prettsimple, but here

by Bob Jewett

& —

position to shoot thehot, andnake
sure that you are not using dnglish
and youwarm upstrokesstay directly
over the aimingpall. Choose a slow,

—_—

that the results areery different for
two adjacent distances, try splitting the
difference foranother sepften shots.
If you find that a distance of zefthat

medium orhard stroke, and shoot the is, hitting the ball and rail at the same
shot. Tryfive or six different distances time) pockets the bathften,they also
up the rail for each speed, and take tentry a negative distance Iputting the

shots for each speed/distancem-
bination. Write down thetotal made
and missed for eactase.

The speed of the stroke canjeg-
ed by how far the cue ball travels.
Onceacross the table is slotwice is
medium and threémes ishard.

The aiming ball isthere to make
sure the cue baltits where the tem-
poraryball was.It's hard to rerember
where the ball was once you have
removed it. Few playershave a
perfectly straightstroke, andvatching
your warm ups go over the balives

phantom ball touching thebject ball
anlci maybe 0.1 inches off the
rail.

A typical resultssheetmight start:

Slow Distance

Speed (In Cards) Make Miss
-10 2 8
0 6 4
10 5 5
20 0 10
30 0 10

Sendyour results to Bobdewett, in

are some details, all intended to makeyou a guide for alignment. More im- care of this magazine. If yaive your
sure the results are accurate and conportantly,many playersvill try to sub-

sistent:Make sure théable isevel and

consciously correct the aimitige. It

all the balls are the same size. Placegoes against the grain$amply shoot

the nine on the rail ashown inshot
B, evenwith thethird diamondfrom
target pocket. Place aobject ball
temporarilyexactly where the cue ball
is supposed ttand on the rail for this
particular shot(This is like RayMar-
tin's phantom cue ball.) Put the cue
ball aboutv* inchfrom thetemporary
ball, and araiming ballabout two feet
farther back, all at a 48egree angle
to the rail.Once thetemporary, cue
and aiming balls are perfectly lime,
remove thetemporary ball. Get in

Billiards Digest « April 1992

along anartificially set linewhen all
your experience tells yothatjust alit-
tle more to the left anght will pocket
the ball. Have d&iendwatch to make
sure your cue stays iime.

As for whichexactdistance to use,
startwith five, from O to 0.4inches
from the object ball. A convenient

way to measure the gap is with a deck

of playingcards. The deck of 5&rds
is close to half an incthick, so each
card isabout0.01inches. Astack of

distance ircards, tell me howhick the
whole deck is.Foreigners carsend
results in millimeters. Also include
general information, like thickness
and wear of theloth, how tight the
pocket is, and sdorth. If you have
suggestions on how tmprove this ex-
periment,sendthosetoo.

In the next issuel'll go over the
results and discuss whathershave

written about this shot.

Bob Jewett was 1975 Association of Col-
lege Unions— International champion and
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ten is a tenth of an inch. If you find research scientist for Hewlett Packard Co.



