
A MEMORIAL
TAKE THE WORLD'S BEST CAROM PLAYERS, AND THROW IN BUDDHIST
MONKS, A $1 MILLION-SHOT CONTEST AND A PROCLAMATION FROM
MAYOR BLOOMBERG. SANG LEE W O U L D BE P R O U D , BY ROBERT BYRNE

M ajor three-cushion tourna-
ments in the U.S. are about
as common as Sasquatch

sightings, so it was apropos that the
Sang Lee $100,000 International Open
would include all manner of exotica to
accompany the rare sight of 76 players
coaxing balls around pocketless tables
at the Carom Cafe in Flushing, N.Y.

In the same room as such superstars as
Semih Sayginer and Torbjorn Blomdahl
were, at various times, Buddhist monks,
a $1 million shot contest, a New York
City official, foreign dignitaries, three
generations of caroms' Ceulemans clan,
and a championship trophy roughly the
size of a Mini Cooper. Sadly, the impe-
tus for the event was the passing of Sang
Chun Lee, 12-time United States cham-

pion, who died Oct. 19, 2004, at the age
of 51. To honor Lee at this memorial
tournament, the players paid their own
travel expenses and entry fees (unusual
for many of the top stars), wore black
arm bands, and put on a mindblowing
show for hundreds of enthralled fans.

It was a memorable way to say good-
bye to Sang Lee, who did so much to
revitalize three-cushion in the United
States after leaving Korea in 1987. The
organizers hope to make it an annual
event with an ever-growing prize fund.
At the debut Open, held Aug. 1-7, the
total fund topped out at $100,000 — a
mammoth amount for a domestic three-
cushion tilt.

A staggering 489 matches were played
in total, but the brackets boiled down to

a battle between two of the game's most
spectacular performers, Blomdahl of
Sweden and Sayginer of Turkey, toward
the end of the final round-robin flight.
Each man had one loss, and each was
averaging more than 2.000 points per
inning over his previous 16 matches.
The charismatic Sayginer looked invin-
cible in the first seven 40-point games
of the 10-man round-robin finals.
Nobody had scored more than 28 points
against him — until he ran into Dick
Jaspers. He was trailing the Dutchman,
30-11, when he ran 13, but two innings
later the super-accurate Jaspers ran 9
and out to win, 40-25, in 17 innings.
Blomdahl, meanwhile, barely beat
Pedro Piedrabuena, 40-38, in the fourth
round, escaped with a win over
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Raymond Ceulemans by a single point
when the Belgian uncharacteristically
came up a few inches short on a five-rail
out shot, and then lost to Marco Zanetti
of Italy, 40-35.

The match for the title saw Blomdahl
at his best. He played perfect position,
perfect safeties, and never let his danger-
ous opponent get control of the balls,
although Sayginer did manage a run of 7
to trail 24-15 after 14 innings. Blomdahl
ran a 5 an inning later, and then a 6, en
route to his win, 40-19, in 19 innings.
For winning the first Sang Lee
International Open, Blomdahl took the
first prize of $15,000; Sayginer settled
for $12,000. In third place was Jaspers
($10,000), fourth was Zanetti ($8,000),
and fifth was the surprising 25-year-old
Kyung-Roul Kim of South Korea, who
recently became the highest-ranked
player in Sang Lee's native country.

Next was a disappointed Daniel

Sanchez, ranked first in
the world and win-
ner of June's
world champi-
onship in Lugo,
Spain. Despite a
grand average of
1.579 and a high
run of 15, the
Spaniard won only
three games in the final
round-robin stage. The
legendary Ceulemans took
seventh.

For stats-hungry 3-C fans, here are
some tasty morsels. Piedrabuena won
three games to finish eighth — beat-
ing Ceulemans by running a 12 and
13, offsetting The Legend's run
of 11 — and also won the $500
high run prize for a 17 against
Denmark's Allen Jensen. Jensen's
only victory in the finals was over

Top from left: Frankel measures for $ 1 million; monks stage memorial; 10 tables
in play at Carom Cafe; and Lee presides over proceedings. Right: Blomdahl.
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